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“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.”  Pope Francis
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St. Martha Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdatlene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic

A Message from the President 

October is the start of Fall which brings change; it’s a passing away of 
the vibrancy and heat of summer and it ushers in long sleeves and 
jackets. It is a time of new beginnings, opportunities and initiatives. 
These are exemplified by the Silent Ignatian Discernment Retreat, the 
circulation around the archdiocese of the Monstrance blessed by Saint 
John Paul II for the purpose of Vocations, and the formation of teams 
dedicated to supporting our seven area seminarians, religious and pre-

postulant and seven seminarians from St. Mary’s seminary. It is also the time when we 
renew our focus on projects postponed by summer and set our sights on the joy of 
extending thanks to our priests on Priesthood Sunday and beginning our plans for 
Advent. Through the teams and our Christmas and gift cards, we hope to make our 
religious feel appreciated, supported and constantly prayed for. I urge each of you to get 
involved with the wonderful things our club is doing in whatever capacity you are able. 

Father Ray shared that in the “language” of college freshmen, church is a building. By the 
time students are seniors they see church as the people inside of the building. This is a 
challenge for all of us both personally and evangelically. Do we truly appreciate that the 
gathering place does not ask much of us nor does it give much? It is the people of God 
inside the church where we encounter God. It is in these relationships that we find the 
purpose, connection, belonging, and meaningful encounters with God. It is our 
involvement that brings Christ to others. It is easy to expect our priests to be everything 
to everybody but it is just as much our responsibility to be the hands and feet of Christ 
through service to all the faithful. 

Melia



Page ���  of ���2 7

GUEST SPEAKER 

Father Ray Cook, O.M.I. 

	 Did you know that the crucifix that the Oblate Fathers wear in their sash is passed on from priest 
to priest.   Father Ray Cook has a crucifix whose corpus is showing the effects of  being worn many years 
with much love.  

 	 Father Ray Cook, Director and Chaplin of  the Rice University Catholic Center, shared stories of  
his path to priesthood and insight into the Oblate Order as well as the information about the Catholic 
Center at Rice University. 

	 Father’s path to priesthood, was not a direct path, but one that grew slowly with God’s love to him.  
He grew up in a Catholic home, but the thought of  being a priest never occurred to him or his family.   

	 He worked for many years in IT, was  a web developer and a trainer for Microsoft products.  At 
one point of  his life he became involved with a parish in West Haven Connecticut and helped them in 
many ministries.    This was the beginning of  his awakening to his call and it was the Sisters of  this 
community that taught him to pray.  His parish priest recommended that he investigate different 
communities.  As he walked the trail at the Lady of  the Snows Shrine in Illinois, he knew this is the calling 
for him.  He was 35 years old when he applied to the Oblates.   God was patiently waiting for him.  In 
August 2007, Father Ray made his first vows.  

	 The Oblates were founded by Saint Eugene de Mazenod, explained Father Ray.  His goal was to 
reach the people and speak their cultural language so that they would feel welcome. He wanted them to 
know that they were worthy of  God’s love. The philosophy of  this order is what appealed most to Father 
Ray. 
	 Following the philosophy of  this order is just what Father Ray does at Rice.   He reaches the young 
students and engages them so that they know that they are valued and loved by God.  Since his assignment 
to Rice, the Chapel has grown from 30 chairs to over 200. There are three Masses on Sundays as well as 
daily Mass.   He asks the students, “Let me know how you hear the word of  God.” 

	 Father Ray reminded us the importance to reach these young Catholic people as they leave their 
homes for college.  “If  we don’t give truth to them, they will find what they think is truth” 

MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 
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MONTHLY  MEETING 
It is important to Nourish Our Souls with Fellowship and Friendship 

Christmas “giving tree” for 
our seminarians.  Serrans are 
asked if  they can to donate 
$25 cash to be given to the 
Seminarians and Postulant as 
our gift to them.  Gifts can 
be given to Jim Stevens 
jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu 
or brought to the November 
meeting

Rita Tobais 
shared the 
good news of  
Lil’Rita’s 
surgery.  She 
is mending-
Thank God

Charlie updated us 
on the “Adopt a 
Religious” 
initiative.  We will 
be getting update 
soon.     

Sister Marillac was pleased ot 
introduced Sister Jane Michael

mailto:jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu
mailto:jrstevensjr@alumni.nd.edu
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N E W S W O R T H Y

40 seminarians from all over the 
country, who attend the North America 
College in Rome were ordained 
Deacons on September 27th. Let us 
pray for these and all seminarians, 
especially at this time, that they be bold 
and rise to the challenges that confront 
the Church. May they rely on the help 
of  our Blessed Mother and the Divine 
Mercy of  Jesus! 

November 4-10, 2018  NATIONAL VOCATIONS WEEK

What the Pope 
Says
 

“No vocation is born of itself or lives for 
itself. A vocation flows from the heart of 
God and blossoms in the good soil of 
faithful people. Did not Jesus say: “By 
this all men will know that you are my 
disciples, if you have love for one 
another” (Jn 13:35)?
Pope Francis - January 16, 2014

The Office of  Vocations of  the Archdiocese of  Galveston-Houston invites 
all Catholics to raise awareness of  vocations to the priesthood, diaconate, 

and consecrated life, during the National Vocation Awareness Week 

(NVAW). The NVAW is an annual week-long celebration of  the Catholic 
Church in the United States dedicated to promote vocations through 

prayer and education. Ideas for homilies, classroom lessons, and prayers 
visit www.usccb.org/vocations and at www.houstonvocations.com/national-

vocations-awareness-week

Recognize the smiling face in the middle of  these young 
men discerning God’s call at St. Mary’s seminary?  

http://www.usccb.org/vocations
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
http://www.usccb.org/vocations
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
http://www.houstonvocations.com/national-vocations-awareness-week
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“May God’s mercy show us the way to salvation”  Cardinal Dinardo 

Cardinal’s talk about the sexual abuse scandal. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3uY9G1LBsk&feature=youtu.be

N E W S W O R T H Y  A R O U N D  t h e  D I O C E S E

PRAY FOR OUR CHURCH 
“The more she is buffeted by storms, the more I am reminded that the Church’s firm foundation is Jesus Christ.  The failures of  men cannot diminish the light of  
the Gospel.  Lord, by the help of  your mercy, show us the way to salvation.” 

Cardinal DiNardo

“Daisy and I have a lot in common these days.  
We both like treats, obey commands, and wear 
collars.“Deacon, David Michael Moses

JUBILEE CELEBRATION 

Most Reverend Joseph 
Fiorenza. Archbishop 
Emeritus, honored religious 
with 25, 50, 60, & 75 years 
of service on Sunday, 
October 14.   
thank you Arlane Sponaugle for these photos  

Sister Njoku Marillac, Sisters of  Jesus the 
Saviour,  

is happy to introduce Sister Jane Michael 

Join us to welcome our new sister: 

Where: 2223 Longleaf  Pines 
When:	 Sunday, November 4 at 1:30 
p.m. 

Please bring either a salad or side dish to 
feed 6-8 persons 

RSVP:  Diddy Muck: text or call -  
281-615-2015
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For more information about the Serra Club Northeast of  Houston, please contact, President, Melia Reed, 
meliareed5303@gmail.com.   
To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra information, please contact Newsletter Editor,      
Mary Lou Purello, marylou0038@icloud.com. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

After 8:30 a.m. daily Mass, Adoration of  the Blessed Sacrament, displayed until 9:00 p.m. at St. Mary 
Magdalene in Humble 
November 1 All Saints Day 
November 4-10 National Vocations Week 
Sunday, Nov. 4 - Meet Sister Jane Michael 1:30  
Friday, Nov. 9, Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 8:30 Mass at St. Martha 
Tues. Nov. 13 Adoration and Benediction of  the Blessed Sacrament following the 7:00 p.m. Mass at St. Martha. 
Thurs. Nov. 15, Mass at St. Martha, 8:30 a.m. 
Monday, Nov. 26 Serra Monthly meeting at Italiano’s, 6:30 p.m. 
Monday, Dec. 10, Christmas Meeting at Jack and Kathy Ward’s home 

November Birthdays

3 - Sister Mary Ann, Discalced Carmelite 
Monestary 
12 -Ruth Williamson 
17- Dan Kidd 
23 - Deacon Alfredo Soto, retired 
27- Father Richard McNellie, the Chancery 
Office of Vocations 

In Our Prayers

 Rodney  Williamson, recovering from a lung transplant, still 
needs many prayers  
Rita Tobias’s daughters, Rita Marie Girau, aka lil Rita, who is 
recovering from surgery, and her sister Christina Ann Girau, 
who is discerning her call to serve.   Please continue prayers for 
these two young women.  

Some people just know how to have fun!

Father Brian Eilers, Faith Formation Advisor at St. Mary’s Seminary will be 
our guest speaker at the November 26 meeting.

mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
mailto:meliareed5303@gmail.com
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Serran Prayer for Vocations 

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the 
saints, an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for 
souls through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, 
God forever and ever. Amen.

Serrans Called to Holiness

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily.   Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

                               

Since Christ was Sacerdos-Victima, priests must also be victims. 
3: Spiritual Generation 
“Increase and multiply” is a law of  sacerdotal life no less than of  biological life (57). The priest is pledged to celibacy is not 
because human generation is wrong but because it must yield so that he can devote himself  wholly to a higher form of  
spiritual generation.  The key to begetting children in Christ through the conversion of  souls and the fostering of  vocations 
is our union with the Christ-Victim (John 12:32). 

“But if  the priest is thus a father, then God may properly inquire of  him as to where are his offspring… When we go before the judgment seat of  
God, each of  us will be asked, “Whom have you begotten in Christ?” Woe to those who are barren!” (61) 
“Every priest should ask himself  how many adults he baptized in the past year as the fruit of  his zeal and how many fallen-away Catholics he 
brought back to the Father’s house (63). 
“No deep conviction is aroused in the incredulous until they see the scarred hands and the broken heart of  the priest who is a victim with Christ. 
The mortified priest, the priest who is detached from the world – these inspire, edify and Christify souls” (64).

As Serrans, we have responsibilities that include our own Call to Holiness.  
This writing, The Priest is Not His Own, by Bishop Fulton Sheen is one of  our requirements. 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Excerpt 3 of  15.

The Spirit of the Serra Apostolate 
*The motivation of all Serrans should be love of God, love of the Eucharist and the Sacraments, 
love of the priesthood and the Church (the people of God).  Daily, Serrans should draw 

strength from the Eucharist and devotion to the Blessed Mother, especially through praying her holy Rosary.  
Serrans are also constantly reminded to invoke “Mary, Mother of vocations, pray for us!” 

*Handbook for Serrans Called to Holiness,  page 21   


